
RES PTO Event and Activities Descriptions
These are events and activities the PTO has historically done.  Not all events happen every

year.

FUN FOR STUDENTS
Pre-K / Kindergarten Play Date
Ice Cream Social
Color Run
Mini Field Day
Field Day

CHRISTMAS EVENTS
PTO Christmas Cocktail Party
Christmas Boutique
Christmas Fair

OTHER HOLIDAY EVENTS
Fall Pumpkin Patch (hosted by Kindergarten)
Halloween Trunk or Treat (hosted by 1st grade)
Easter Egg Hunt (hosted by Pre-K)

FAMILY FUN
Bingo Night (Catholic Schools Week)
Mother / Son event
Mother / Daughter event
Father / Son event
Father / Daughter Dance

FACULTY APPRECIATION EVENTS
Faculty Holiday Christmas Luncheon
Teacher Appreciation Day
Principal Appreciation Day
End of Year Teacher & Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

FUNDRAISERS
Book Fair (early Fall)
Used Uniform Sales
RES Christmas Fair
Christmas Wreath & Plant Sale
Spring Fundraiser (auction)
Restaurant/Retail Store Fundraiser

FIRST COMMUNION EVENTS
First Communion Breakfast
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These are events and activities the PTO has historically done.  Not all events happen every

year.

OTHER PTO EVENTS DURING SCHOOL HOURS
Catholic Schools Week
Cultural Enrichment Assemblies
Spirit Day
Auction-won Events/Activities

OTHER NON-PTO EVENTS
8th Grade Carwash
POTS collections
Midnight Run
Don Bosco - Caritas Food Pantry

FUN FOR STUDENTS

Pre-K / Kindergarten Play Date
The Pre-K / Kindergarten play date occurs before the first day of school for the Pre-K /
Kindergarten students. The children, along with a parent or caregiver, arrive at the playground,
get a name tag and go in to play at the playground. While playing, the students meet their
teachers and teacher’s assistants, the principal and classmates. Refreshments are usually
served and the children go home with a special Resurrection momento to kick off the year.
Volunteer representatives from the PTO are on hand to provide snacks and answer questions.

Ice Cream Social
The Ice Cream Social is one of the most popular events of the year. The Social occurs on a
Friday afternoon after school in September. We try to time it so it happens at the end of the first
full week of school for our littlest students, who have a staggered start.  The event is for children
grades K-8. Pre-K students can attend as well, but they get out earlier in the day, so it depends
if their parents want to take them to it. There is a DJ, props for photos, information booths for
school and parish community involvement, and, of course, ice cream!  The event has two
co-chairs and a team of volunteers to help organize.
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Color Run
The Color Run has only been around for two years yet it has quickly become a favorite event by
many of the students.  Each student is given a Color Run t-shirt and glasses.  While the
students run a special course on the Res campus, the 8th grade leaders spray the students with
colored powder.  It is a day of outdoor fun with running, music, dancing, and lots of color!

Mini Field Day
The “mini” field day is for Pre-K and Kindergarten students. It precedes the “big kids” full field
day and is timed to happen before the last day of school for Pre-K and Kindergarten students.
The students are given t-shirts like the big kids and are broken up by class/teacher.  Activities
include obstacle course, egg/spoon race, kick ball, bowling, etc.  Two co-chairs organize the
event with volunteers, typically parents of Pre-K and Kindergarten students.

Field Day
Resurrection Field Day happens out on the school field. Grades 1-7 are broken into color-coded
teams led by 7th grade captains. This is the first event where the 7th graders become the
leaders of the school.  Teams are announced several days prior to Field Day, giving students
time to determine a team name, and gear up with color-themed accessories and hair dye, etc.
Each team member gets a special Res shirt in their team’s color. Teams compete for the glory of
bragging rights.  The team with the most points and the team with the most spirit are
recognized. The games change slightly each year, but favorites include the dunk tank, obstacle
course, and basketball toss. The final event is a Tug of War between the 7th graders and the
faculty.  The day ends with a photograph of all of the students and ice pops. The festive mood is
amplified by a professional DJ/Emcee.  Two co-chairs organize the event with parent
volunteers.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

PTO Christmas Cocktail Party
The PTO Christmas Cocktail Party takes place a few weeks before Christmas.  All new families
as well as all parents who have volunteered time to help at any school event for the year are
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invited.  This fun event is a way to give back and thank all parent volunteers as well as touch
base with new families to see how the year is going.

Christmas Children’s Boutique
The Christmas Children’s Boutique typically precedes the Christmas Fair and is located in the
lower gym in the Grammar School. The Boutique is a “store” that is stocked with highly
affordable presents students get to shop at in order to have gifts for family members. Typically,
the gifts range from $1-$8.  Each grade is assigned a time to shop.  In the past few years the
8th graders have helped the Pre-K 3, Pre-K 4 and Kindergarten students shop.  Parent
volunteers are needed to help students shop and act as cashiers when the students are ready
to check out.  It is a cute event.  The excitement and joy of the children while they pick out gifts
for loved ones is such a great thing to see.  Two event co-chairs are needed for this event, as
well as day-of volunteers.

Christmas Fair
The Christmas Fair is a fundraiser for the school.  The Christmas Fair is a community wide
event and many RES families, parishioners, and PREP families attend the Fair.  It is an
incredible day of fun, typically held on the first Saturday of December. Fair vendors have tables
set up, stocked with their wares for sale, in the Middle School Gym.  There is a Kids Zone in the
cafeteria with games and crafts.  The 8th graders hold a Bake Sale during the Fair.  Santa
makes an appearance and there are some outside activities for the kids.  There are two
co-chairs of the Fair and they run a staggered 2-year term.  Volunteers are needed to help setup
and break down the fair as well as fill slots during the fair.

OTHER HOLIDAY EVENTS

Fall Pumpkin Patch (hosted by Kindergarten)
This is a terrific event brought in by Ms. Fonte in 2018.  Led by Kindergarten class parents,
Kindergarten parent volunteers help to decorate the field with scarecrows, hay bales, and other
festive harvest / autumn decor.  Each class comes to the pumpkin patch to choose a pumpkin.
Once the students pick a pumpkin from the Res Pumpkin Patch they decorate it with stickers,
etc. The Pumpkin Patch is a fun event for the entire school.
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Halloween Trunk or Treat (hosted by 1st Grade)
First grade class parents oversee the organization of this super fun event.  Students “trick or
treat” around parked cars that have been decorated / dressed up for Halloween by parent
volunteers.  There is no rain date.  If inclement weather, the event is canceled.

Easter Egg Hunt (hosted by Pre-K)
The Easter Egg Hunt is organized and run by Pre-K class parents and volunteers.  Parents
donate pre-filled Easter Eggs, decorate the field with Easter-themed decor and hide eggs.  All
grades participate.  The Easter Bunny joins the fun!

FAMILY FUN

Bingo night (Catholic Schools Week)
Bingo Night is the final event during Catholic Schools Week.  It is held on Friday night in the
Lower Church Hall.  This is a very popular night with the kids and continues to grow each year.
Typically there is a food vendor outside selling dinner. Prizes are awarded for each game and
usually each game will have 3-4 winners.  There is music and the Bingo is run by DJ Teddy.
Between each game, the kids sing and dance to the music.  There are snacks and drinks also
available inside.  This was done virtually the last two years due to the pandemic.

Mother / Son event
The first Mother / Son event was in 2018.  Each year the two co-chairs for the Mother/Son event
do something different.  In prior years the event was a volleyball game and a visit from the
Harlem Wizards. The event is a fun night for moms and sons to get together with friends and
have some friendly competition.

Mother / Daughter event
Spring of 2018 was the first Mother / Daughter event and ever since has been a wonderful
tradition.  In prior years the co-chairs have organized a paint and sip, tea cup/saucer painting
party, and created floral arrangements.  This year the event chairs will look to find another
activity that allows the mothers and daughters to work together and have fun.
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Father / Son event
Typically the Father / Son event takes place in March.  The Father / Son event originally started
as a March Madness theme, but has evolved each year to something different.  The last couple
of years have been card night, baseball night, and bowling. Regardless of the theme it is always
a fun father / son bonding experience.

Father / Daughter Dance
The Father / Daughter Dance is a popular event - it is now open to girls in Kindergarten through
8th grade.  It is one of the last school events for the 8th graders before graduation.  The theme
for the dance changes each year- past themes include tacky ties and tiaras and Hollywood/Red
Carpet.  The Dance typically takes place in the Middle School gym.  In addition to the DJ and
dancing, there usually is a photo booth with props, food and fun.

FACULTY APPRECIATION EVENTS

Faculty Holiday Christmas Luncheon
The Faculty Christmas Luncheon is a catered lunch in early December. It happens on a Friday
with an early dismissal where the faculty has a staff meeting in the afternoon. This way, faculty
don’t feel rushed to enjoy lunch. The lunch takes place in the Lower Church Hall with buffet
presentation of lunch, tablecloth linens, and festive decor.

Teacher Appreciation Day
On Teacher Appreciation Day, the PTO provides breakfast in the morning and a catered lunch,
both of which are set up in the two teachers’ lounges. The class parents send in a treat and a
special something for the homeroom teacher. It is a nice day to celebrate time, effort and love
that our teachers pour into the classroom on a daily basis.
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Principal Appreciation Day
Principal Appreciation Day is an opportunity to thank Ms. Fonte and Mr. Ellis for all of their hard
work throughout the year.  The PTO provides lunch and a gift to each of them.  The teachers
work on something with the students to recognize and celebrate Ms. Fonte and Mr. Ellis.

End of Year Teacher & Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
The end of year luncheon is a more formal event, held at the Coveleigh Club in Rye. It happens
on a half day of school. The Extended Day program offers free care of the students for parents
attending the lunch. Tickets are sold to attend, which offsets the cost of the teachers’ lunches.
Faculty RSVPs, but does not buy tickets. The lunch begins at 12:30 with speeches by the
principal and PTO chairs. Monsignor Dwyer does an opening prayer, along with some
commentary. The lunch honors the hard work of the faculty throughout the year, as well as
highlights efforts of volunteers. If any faculty are retiring, they are given special
acknowledgement.

FUNDRAISERS

Book Fair
The book fair is a multi-day fair, typically starting on a Friday and running through the following
Tuesday, with open hours after mass on the Sunday in between. Fairs have traditionally been
“Scholastic” events. The fair will take place in the Grammar School Lower Gym (room next to
the cafeteria). Special events related to the fair are determined by each year’s fair chairs.
Historically, they have included parent coffees, and special reader events.  Two year
commitment of two co-chairs who are staggered, along with multi-day volunteers to help with set
up, cashier, running and break down of book fair.

Used Uniform Sales
Two co-chairs set up two sales a year that precede the uniform changeover in the fall and
spring.  Can recruit volunteers to help.  Sales typically occur 2-3pm.

Christmas Fair
(Described in “Christmas Events” section)
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Christmas Wreath and Plant Sale
The Christmas Wreath and Plant sale is a fundraiser for the school.  Wreaths and Plants are
pre-ordered in November and then are available for pick up at the Christmas Fair.  There are
always some extra plants and wreaths for sale on the day of the Fair. The sale is overseen by
one parent chair with several volunteers.

Spring Fundraiser (auction)
The spring auction is the largest fundraising event for the PTO.  Each year has a different
auction theme. In recent years themes have included Horse Racing, St. Patrick’s Day, A Night in
New York, and Step Right Up Circus. The night includes food, drinks, music, and a live and
silent auction.  Prior to the pandemic the event took place off-campus.  Due to the pandemic,
the auction has been held on-campus for the last two years.  It is a fun night for adults to raise
money for Resurrection.  Two year term of two co-chairs, staggered, overseeing a team of
volunteers.

Restaurant/Retail Store Fundraiser
Our local restaurants and retail stores are very generous to Resurrection.  We partner with them
on a specific night and a portion of the sales get donated back to the school from purchases
made that day.  Stores that have participated: Chipotle, Crotty’s Cheesesteaks, Harrison Wine
Vault, J McLaughlin, Salsa Picante, and Valtori’s Pizzeria.  It is a great opportunity to
simultaneously bring sales to a local business as well as support our Resurrection community.

FIRST COMMUNION EVENTS

First Communion Breakfast (after 9 AM mass)
The day before First Communion the students receiving the sacrament are invited to a breakfast
following first Friday mass.  The breakfast is coordinated by the Hospitality Committee, class
parents of the 2nd graders and the 2nd grade teachers.  Parents are invited to join the mass
and breakfast.
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OTHER PTO EVENTS DURING SCHOOL HOURS

Catholic Schools Week
Catholic Schools Week is celebrated across the Archdiocese of New York and the country.  It is
an opportunity to highlight and celebrate the benefits of a Catholic education.  The beginning of
the week begins on Sunday with a Family Mass.  It continues with Student/Teacher Appreciation
Day, Ice Cream Day, Parent Visitation Day, Spirit Day and wraps up with Bingo night with the
students and their families.  It is a fun filled week that typically takes place the last week in
January.

Cultural Enrichment Assemblies

Each year the Cultural Enrichment Committee schedules 3-4 assemblies for the students. The
assemblies are usually one per quarter- including the Brain Show during Catholic Schools
Week. In the past the assemblies varied - the students enjoyed a presentation from the Yale a
cappella group Mixed Company as well as an experience in the Sky Dome Planetarium.

Spirit Day

There are a number of Spirit Days during the year. On those days the students are allowed to
wear spirit wear or gym uniform instead of their school uniform. Many times these days
correspond to days where there is an assembly or other event (trunk or treat, etc.). The spirit
day coordinators typically come up with the events/activities.

Auction-won events / activities

The auction features “sign up” parties as one of the categories of events that are auctioned off.
Some of these parties are for students, while others are for parents. A number of the
student-based parties are hosted by teachers and held after school on campus. These happen
in the spring after the auction.

9



RES PTO Event and Activities Descriptions
These are events and activities the PTO has historically done.  Not all events happen every

year.

OTHER NON-PTO EVENTS

8th Grade Carwash

The 8th grade class holds a car wash during the fall to help raise funds for their class activities
and field trip. It is typically held on a Sunday so that they can take advantage of church traffic.
The students sell tickets at dismissal time in the days leading up to the car wash. Drop-in traffic
is also permitted. The 8th grade class parent coordinators are in charge of this event.

POTS collections

During different times of the year, POTS will conduct different collections (books, toiletries, food
at Thanksgiving, school supplies at the end of the year). The POTS program is supported by
Resurrection, but not run by the PTO. Typically POTS will set up bins for collections in the GS
cafeteria or MS cafeteria. In the last few years the POTS chairs have been Res parents.

Midnight Run

During the fall, both 8th grade homerooms will make a trip to provide food, clothing and supplies
to the NYC homeless community. In the weeks leading up to each Midnight Run, the students
ask the school community to donate food, clothing, etc. The 8th graders sort the donations and
then take the trip to help hand out the food and clothing. Parents of 8th graders volunteer to
drive the students and also assist. On the day that each group goes into the city, the 7th
graders help out by making soup and sandwiches to also be handed out.

Don Bosco - Caritas Food Pantry

Each month during the school year, families are asked to donate food to the Caritas Food
Pantry. There are 8th grade students in charge of this activity. They will provide brown grocery
bags with instructions to each student asking for food. Each grade is asked to donate a specific
food item. The bags are collected the second Tuesday of the month and driven to the food
pantry. While it is not run by the PTO, reminders are sent to the families in Tuesday Tidbits.
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